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went to the very root of the existing system. It is not
difficult to follow the process of reasoning which created the
new scheme of Indian Government. The rule of the Com-
pany Fox regarded as incorrigibly bad. It had been con-
demned in two reports, and the best illustration of the
weakness of the existing arrangements was to be seen in
the position of Warren Hastings who, as Governor of Bengal,
had defied the House of Commons and had been supported
by the Court of Proprietors in withstanding the authority of
the Directors, Fox believed it to be impossible to reform
the Government of India unless the present system was
abolished, and a substantial control exercised over the ad-
ministration of India. " If he were totally unacquainted
with the transactions in India, which had brought on the
company's calamities, he was of opinion that he could argue,
a priori^ that they would happen; because, from the con-
stitution of the company, nothing else could happen. But
with the mass of evidence that the secret committee had
laid on the table, it would be madness to persevere in a
system of government that had been attended with such
fatal consequences. It had been truly remarked by a learned
gentleman last year, (Mr. Dun das,) that if a man wished to
read the finest system of ethics, policy, and humanity, he
would find it in the letters of the court of directors to the
company's servants abroad; but if the reverse of all this
should be looked for, it might be found in the manner in
which the orders of the directors were observed in India;
for there, inhumanity, false policy, peculation, and brutality
were to be discovered in almost every step; orders were
given on one side; they were disobeyed on the other; and
the whole was crowned with impunity."1
But where was the control to be established? Some
reformers, such as Dundas, argued that it should be in India.
To that Fox objected very strenuously. Experience had
shown conclusively, he argued, that the final and complete
responsibility for the government of India must be at home,
1 Speechesi vol. ii. p. 203.